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J Jur Y: Awards $535 000 to Wofker th I

~ By.Julle Rldenour

A punch press operetor. who lost four Iingers '

in a- 1976 . industrial . accident "will receive
$535,000 (rom the firm which sold the machine
to his company

rmelo Rlos 40 . of Stanton, had the four
fingérs of his right hand ‘instantly severed when
the saféty device on his punch press failed. The
accidentyoccurred ‘at 'Greenville Products, a
: Montcalm County refrigerator manufacturer.

- Rios alleged that Wilko Industrial Systems‘
and Sales, a now-bankriupt Grand Rapids indus- *

~ trial sales company, failed to properly instruct.
Greenvil}e,?roducts ‘on the use ‘of the safety
device

—

_He also contended that leko falled to advase

the manufacturer about the dangers of the de--

. vice.

Although Rios can no ]onger wurk asa press
operator, he continues to work at the manufac—
turing site as a parts ‘degreaser

Rios, a volunteer tireman for 16 years. was

forced to quit the' department he had served

because the injuries prevented him from: ho}d—--

ing the. fire hose or dnvmg a firetruck.

After inferest and “costs’ are assessed, Rios
initial judgment of $400;000 will total: more than

ney.

] think it wasa fair recovery for mm It (tne‘

$535,000, according to Keary Sawyer, his attor-

ost Flngers.

acc1dent) has changed"his- whole life, Hes a

. person‘who works with his. hands *-sald. Sawyer.

I don’t think that it's a large verdict consid-
ering the types of injuries that were suffered.

"The mjuries affect him every ‘day in almost ev-

ery way."”
+ A Six- member jury deliberated less than two
hours Friday before returning the . verd:ct,

. "which is one of the largest product liability ver-

d;cts del:vered in Kent County.
"According to’ Sawye‘r the, ]udgment will be

- covered by liability. insurance held- by tlie . de-

funct Wilko Industrial Sales at the ‘time, of tne
acc1denL

. Circuit’ Court Judge: George ‘Boucher was-on
the bench =
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